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XXXIX.—A List of the Birds of Portugal. 
By Wraiuram C. Tarr, Oporto. 


[Concluded from p. 314. ] 


160. ARDEA CINEREA, Linn. “Garça.” 

The Common Heron sometimes arrives as early as the end 
of August and stays till the middle of February. H is abun- 
dant on the edge of the lagoon between Ovar and Aveiro, 
and also at Esmoriz ; and it may occasionally be seen at the 
mouth of the Douro, but I am not aware that it breeds in this 
country. Being considered good cating, it is much sought 
after by the gunners, and its fat has a great reputation as a 
cure for rheumatism. 


161. Arpea PURPUREA, Linn. “ Garça.” 

There are specimens of the Purple Heron in the Lisbon 
and Coimbra Museums, and Dr. Carvalho informs me that 
it breeds in the Foja marsh. 


162. ARDEA GARZETTA, Linn. “ Garea ribeirinha,” Por- 
timão ; “ Garcéta,”’ Faro; “ Chisco,” Olhão. 

The Lisbon Museum possesses specimens of the Little 
Egret from the Ribatejo and others from the Algarve, on 
the coast of which I found this bird plentiful. A colony 
builds a short distance from Portimão on a small, round, 
inaccessible islet, composed of marine fossils, covered at the 
top with a short brushwood on which the Egrets make their 
nests. It was very picturesque to see the Egrets rise in a 
white cloud as we approached in a boat. I do not know of 
any other nesting-place in Portugal. 


163. ARDEA BUBULCUS, Audouin. “ Garciote,” “Garça 
boieira,” Esmoriz ; “ Garça da Barbaria,” Alpiarça. 

The Buff-backed Heron appears in Portugal in the spring, 
and probably nests in this country, where it has aequired the 
name of “ Garça boicira”? (Ox Heron), from its habit of 
accompanying the cattle while pasturing on the marshes. 
In the spring of 1880 I received from Alpiarça, near San- 
tarem, on the banks of the Tagus, a specimen which had 
actually been shot on the back of an ox, where these birds 
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sometimes perch to pick off parasites. There are examples 
in the Coimbra and Lisbon Museums, and I expect the birds 
are not uncommon on the banks of the Tagus. At Alpiarça 
they are said to go about in flocks and to be rather tame. 


164. ArDEARALLOIDES. ‘“‘Papa-ratos,’’ Coimbra Museum. 

There are specimens of the Squacco Heron in the Coimbra 
and Lisbon Museums from Corruehe and Evora. On May 
14th, 1882, I saw three of these birds on the side of the lake at 
Esmoriz, as I passed close in a boat, having my binocular with 
me at the time. In all probability this is a summer visitant, 
as I never met with it whilst shooting in the marshes in 
autumn or winter. 


165. ArDETTA MINUTA (Linn.). ‘ Garçôto,” Ovar, Estar- 
reja and Augeja; “ Touro gallego,” Vagos, Aveiro; “ Gar- 
cenho,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Little Bittern is abundant on the marshes about Ovar, 
Estarreja, and other suitable localities, to which it is a sum- 
mer visitant. It makes a nest in the tall reeds just raised 
above the level of the water, of reed-stalks lined with leaves 
or rushes, on which are deposited four to six white eggs. 
When flushed, the buff colour of the body and the blaek of 
the wings are very conspicuous. As winter approaches, the 
bird disappears, though I have known one shot near Oporto 
as late as the 20th November. On the 16th of May, 1882, a 
Little Bittern was caught alive in a dark cellar of a house at 
the mouth of the Douro. It is supposed that it was migra- 
ting by night, and that, as daylight broke, it made for the 
nearest dark place, which happened to be the cellar of this 
house. 


166. Boraurus sTELLARIS (Linn.). “ Ronca,” “ Touro- 
paul,” Estarreja; “ Abetouro,” Coimbra Museum. 

I believe the Common Bittern to be a resident in Portugal. 
I have often met with it while out Snipe-shooting on the 
sides of the lagoon near Ovar and Estarreja in the winter 
months; but although Dr. Carvalho tells me that it nests in 
the Foja marsh near Coimbra, and the country people agree 
in saying that it breeds in the marshes among the tall reeds, I 
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have never been able to find its nest. It is probable that 
many arrive from the north in the late autumn, as at Leça de 
Palmeira I have at that season seen birds which I felt sure 
were Bitterns which had settled in the fields at the side of 
the creek while on passage. In the winter of 1873, while 
out Snipe-shooting, a friend and myself came upon a flock 
of Bitterns in a marsh, and putting them up one by one, 
as they lay close, we counted eleven, shot cight, and bagged 
seven of them. This was done in the heat of the chase, 
and since then I have spared any Bitterns which I might 
put up. They are very tender birds, and a slight wound 
with small shot brings them down. 


167. Crcon1a ALBA, Bechst. “Cegonha.” 

The White Stork is found in Portugal nearly all through 
the year, being absent for only a short time in winter, and it 
is one of the first arrivals, for I have seen some as early as 
January in the neighbourhood of Abrantes. It is common 
in the valley of the Tagus, the Upper Douro, and in the 
Alemtejo, but I have never seen it near Oporto. It nests in 
church-steeples and also in large trees; a pair is said to 
resort to a poplar tree near Coimbra every year. 


168. Ciconza NIGRA (Linn.). “ Cegonha.” 

The Black Stork is scarcer than the preceding. There is 
a specimen in the Lisbon Museum, obtained near Evora, and 
in the Coimbra Museum there are many from the Alemtejo, 
where the species breeds. Dr. Hans Gadow tells us that in 
the summer of 1885 he saw onc at the gorge of the Pulo do 
Lobo, on the Guadiana. 


169. PLATALEA LEUCORODIA, Linn. ‘“ Colhereiro.”’ 

The Spoonbill is a winter visitant to Portugal. It has 
occasionally been shot or scen at the mouth of the Douro, 
the small lake at Esmoriz, and on the lagoon at Aveiro. 


170. PLEGADIS FALCINELLUS, Linn. “ Macarico preto,” 
Esmoriz. 

The Glossy Ibis is well known at Esmoriz, where it is said 
to arrive from the 25th of July onwards on passage. 
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171. Puænxicorterus rosrus, Pall. 

The only Portnguese specimen of the Rosy Flamingo of 
which I know is in the Coimbra Museum, obtained many 
years ago from Estarreja. 

172. ANSER CINEREUS, Meyer. “ Ganso bravo.” 

The Grey Lag Goose is a winter visitant in large flocks to 
the wide plains on the banks of the Tagus and other suitable 
localities. I have one shot at Esmoriz in the winter of 
1881-82. 


173. ANSER sEGETUM. “Ganso bravo.” 
The Bean Goose frequents the same situations as the above, 
and is likewise a winter visitant. 


174. BeRNICLA BRENTA (Pall.). “ Ganso bravo.” 

The Brent Goose is also a winter visitant, but it appears 
to be rarer than the two preceding species. I have a speci- 
men shot near Vianna, on the banks of the River Lima, and 
there is one in the Coimbra Musenm. One was shot on 
December 28th, 1884, at the mouth of the River Douro, and 
two in the winter of 1870. On one occasion I saw a pair 
flying over the east end of Oporto, high in the air, in the 
neighbourhood of the river, and through my ficld-glass I could 
distinetly make out the white nueck-markings and the dark 
plumage. We are probably on the southern limit of this 
bird’s wanderings. 


175. Cyenus, sp. inc. “ Cysne bravo.” 

Wild Swans rarely appear in this country, and I cannot 
say with any certainty of what species they are: probably 
the Whooper. They have been seen on the Douro, and one 
which frequented the lake at Esmoriz for a considerable time 
one winter became well known to all the gunners in the 
neighbourhood and had no rest from their persecution; but 
it soon learnt to be wary and keep out of range of shot-guns, 
so they then took to firing at it with bullets, when finding 
matters getting serious, it moved on to some other station. 


176. Taporna cornuta (S. G. Gmel.). 
The Common Sheldrake is a regular winter visitant to the 


376 Mr. W. C. Tait on the Birds of Portugal. 


lagoon between Ovar and Aveiro every winter. The Mur- 
toza “punters” shoot a few, which are sent to the Oporto 
market. 


177. Anas Boscas, Linn. “ Lavanco,” Esmoriz, Ovar, 
Estarreja, Aveiro ; “ Pato real,” Valença, Angeja; “ Adem,” 
Coimbra Museum. 

ĮI have met with the Mallard all the year round in Portugal 
and found two nests with about a dozen eggs in each at Ovar, 
among some rushes on the grouud, catching the female on 
one of them for identification. 


178. Anas ANGUSTIROSTRIS, Ménétr. “ Pardilheira,” Lisbon 
Museum. 

In the Lisbon Museum there are two speeimens of the 
Marbled Duck, and it cannot be very rare where they came 
from, as it has a local name ; but I have never seen it in the 
north of Portugal, and most likely it is a summer visitant. 


179. CuAULELASMUS STREPERUS (Linn.). “ Frisio,’’ Coim- 
bra Museum. 

Specimens of the Gadwall have been obtained in winter 
from the lagoon at Ovar and from the Ribatejo. 


180. SPATULA CLYPEATA (Linn.). “ Pintalhio,’ Murtoza ; 
«Pato trombeteiro,” “ Colhereira,’” Coimbra Museum. 

The handsome Shoveller Duck is frequently to be seen for 
sale in Oporto from the middle of October to the middle of 
Mareh, and is obtained on the Ovar lagoon in the neighbour- 
hood of Murtoza. 


181. QuEeRQquEDULA crEcca (Linn.). ‘ Marreca,” general 
name; “ Marneco,”? Esmoriz. 

The Teal is frequently obtained in winter in suitable loca- 
lities sueh as near Murtoza. At Angeja I was told that it 
nested there in the fields among the tall rye-grass, and at 
Guilherey, near Tuey, in a small marsh; but I have not been 
able to ascertain whether the bird was really this species or 
the Garganey, or the Marbled Duck. 
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182. QuERQqUEDULA CIRCIA (Linn.). “ Cantadeira,’ Mur- 
toza; “ Rangedetra,”? Coimbra Museum. 

At Murtoza I was told that the Garganey Teal arrives there 
in large numbers in the spring, but does not remain to breed. 
I have seen them for sale at Oporto, but only in February 
and March. 


183. Daria acuta (Linn.). “Arrabio,” Murtoza; “ Ra- 
bijunco,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Pintail is rather commonly offered for sale in Oporto 
in some years from October to February. 


184. Mareca peneLopE (Linn.). “ Serafanada,”’ Esmo- 
riz; “ Alfanado,” Murtoza ; “ Piadeira,”’ “ Assobiadeira,” 
Coimbra Museum. 

The Wigeon is very common in the Oporto market from 
the beginning of October to March, and I have seen it at the 
mouth of the Douro. 


185. Funieuta rertna (Linn.). “ Catullo,” Murtoza; 
“Tarrantana,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Pochard is very common in winter on the lagoon near 
Murtoza, but being mnch harried by the pnnt-gunners, it 
remains during the day in the open water. I have shot it on 
the lagoon at Esmoriz. 


186. Funieuta cristata (Leach). “ Negro,’ Murtoza; 
“ Péga do mar,” Esmoriz; ‘‘ Negrinha,” “ Negrella,” Coim- 
bra Museum. 

The Tufted Duck is the commonest of all the family on 
the lagoons near the sea from October to March. Near 
Murtoza large flocks remain in the open water and go to 
feed on the rice-fields and streams. 


187. Nyroca FERRUGINEA (Gmel.). <“ Larro,” Coimbra 
Museum. 

In the Lisbon Museum there are specimens of the White- 
eyed Duck from the Ribatejo, and in the Coimbra Museum 
there are some from the banks of the Mondego. On the 6th 
January, 1883, my brother-in-law shot one and saw another 
at Esmoriz. 
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188. CLANGULA GLAUCION (Linn.). 
In the Lisbon Museum there is a specimen of the Golden- 
eye from the Ribatejo. 


189. (ÈDEMIA NIGRA (Linn.). “ Negra,” Povoa de Var- 
zim, Oporto, Esmoriz; “ Negrolla,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Scoter is very abundant in winter on the sea off the 
coast, appearing at the end of August and remaining till 
March or April. Immense flocks are to be seen near La- 
vaddés, at the south side of the entrance to the Douro. The 
tail-feathers are often much frayed, probably from striking 
on the sand or stones at the bottom of the sea when tearing 
off shell-fish or when turning to rise to the surface. 


190. MERGUS serrator, Linn, “ Serzeta,’ Murtoza. 

The Red-breasted Merganser is occasionally offered for 
sale in the streets of Oporto in December, January, and 
February. 


191. COLUMBA PALUMBUS, Linn. “ Pombo torquaz.” 

Some Ring Doves are resident, as, for instance, at Arcos 
de Val de Vez, where they breed, but the majority are winter 
visitors. Near the mouth of the Douro they pass south- 
wards from the middle of October to the beginning or middle 
of December, preferring an east wind for their journcy. In 
winter very large flocks frequent the evergreen oaks in the 
Beira baixa and Alemtejo to feed on the acorns. At Castello 
branco I was told that at Penamacor they were doing so 
much damage in the oak-woods by eating the acorns which 
should have fattened the droves of pigs, that men were sent 
with guns and rockets to drive them away. 


192. CotumsBa @nas, Linn. 

A few specimens of the Stock Dove offered for sale in the 
Lisbon market have supplied the Lisbon and Coimbra 
Museums. 


193. Cotumsa Livia, Bonnat. “ Pombo bravo.” 

Resident. I have found the Rock Dove nesting at the fine 
gorge at Cachio da Baleira, River Douro, just below S. Joao 
da Pesqueira, also at Cape Carvoeiro and Berlenga Island. 
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On the coast of Algarve, near Va. Nova de Portimão, I saw 
many large caverns scooped out of the cliffs by the action of 
the waves, and in these the Rock Doves nest in great num- 
bers. In the neighbourhood of Mertola I was told that 
these birds nest in the galleries of the deserted manganese 
mines. 


194. Turtur communis, Selby. “ Rola,” Portugal; 
“ Rola,” Galicia, Spain. 

The Turtle Dove is abundant in summer over the whole of 
Portugal, and is the dominant Pigeon of the country. They 
usually arrive at Oporto in the beginning of April, some- 
times a little earlier, and leave from the latter part of August 
till the 20th September, a straggler or two remaining later. 
They may be heard cooing in my small wood of chestnut- 
trees, which is not far from the centre of the city of Oporto, 
and their note, with those of the Blackbird, Blackcap, Wry- 
neck, Chaffinch, and other birds, gives a rural charm to the 
place. Immense numbers of Turtle Doves migrate south in 
the autumn along the coast of Portugal, preferring an east 
wind, and travelling in large and also small flocks, from 500 
to 1000 yards from the sea. Should the wind be mild they 
fly very high, but if strong they sometimes almost skim the 
tops of the Indian corn. At the proper season of the year, 
as soon as the dry east wind begins to blow, the gunners 
collect in the early morning along the sea-coast to intercept 
the unfortunate travellers, and at Foz do Douro a continuous 
fusilade may be heard from shortly after sunrise until about 
10 o’clock in the morning. 

In reference to the migration, a friend caught one on the 
24th September, 1878, in the Bay of Biscay. The light- 
house-keeper at Foz told me that sometimes Turtle Doves 
strike against the lantern at night, and one morning he found 
two lying dead under the lantern. If some take to travel- 
ling at night it is not surprising that birds are met with so 
far from land. After the morning flight the Turtle Doves 
feed in the fields during the day, or rest in trees, and as 
evening comes on a few make a short flight before sunset. 
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195. PrerociEs aRENARIUS (Pall.). < Corticol.” 

In the Lisbon Museum there are four specimens of the 
Black-bellied Sand Grouse from Evora. They tell me at 
Abrantes that this bird is found on the elevated moors above 
Salvadorinho, and is very wary, but the gunners lie in am- 
bush for them at their drinking-resorts. 


196. PTEROCLES ALCHATA. 

A specimen of the Pintailed Sand Grouse shot in October 
1869 at Valladores, near Oporto, by Mr. Lawrence Fowke, 
Vice-Consul, is the only specimen, so far as I can learn, as 
yet met with in the north of Portugal. In the Lisbon 
Museum there are specimens from Evora and the Alemtejo. 


197, CaccaBis RUFA (Linn.). “ Perdiz.” 

The Red-legged Partridge is generally distributed, espe- 
cially on the rocky sides of rivers and streams and the wide 
moors of the Alemtejo. 


198. PERDIX cinerea, Lath. “ Charella,”’ Pitões, Serra 
do Gerez. 

In Portugal the Grey Partridge reaches the southern limit 
of its distribution. Like many other northern birds, it is 
found in Portugal only at those higher elevations which, as is 
now generally understood, correspond to a lower elevation in 
a higher latitude. Iam informed that this Partridge is com- 
mon and well known at Pitões on the Serra do Gerez, and it 
is also found on the high ground about Pinheiro, in the 
neighbourhood of Braga; I hear that it is found also on the 
Serra do Marão, and on the Serra de Rebordios district of 
Bragança. The Lisbon Musenm possesses a specimen from 
Benaventes. 


199. Coturnix communis, Bonnat. “ Codorniz,” Oporto 
and Portugal generally; “ Paspalhio,’’? Valença, Aveiro; 
Braganca, also Galicia, Spain; “ Calearé,” “Qualquaré,” 
Braga; “Cracolé,” Pedras Rubras, Mattosinhos; ‘Temtila,” 
Penafiel ; “ Carcalhota,”? Coimbra. 

Quails are to be met with abundantly nearly all the year 
round, except from October to November, when the greater 
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number disappear. ‘Their migration is by preference carried 
on during the prevalence of easterly winds, as in the case of 
the Turtle Doves; but Quails travel by night, preferring 
clear moonlight for their flitting. Going out one autumn 
with my gun in the early morning before sunrise, and while 
the moon was still shining, I saw a small flock of Quails pass 
from north to south. 

There appear to be several races of Quails in this country. 
The largest is that which breeds in the corn-fields. It is 
hght-coloured, lives in the midst of abundance, and is so fat 
in August that it sometimes appears scarcely able to fly, 
making an easy mark for the gun and a delicate morsel for 
the table. This disappears as the winter comes on, and 
its place is taken by a darker race, smaller and more active 
on the wing, called “Codorniz d’arribacio,” or migra- 
tory Quail. I am told that in the rushes at Ovar a small 
dark Quail is found, while at Alvito, in the Alemtejo, there 
is a small light-coloured Quail, which goes by the local name 
of “ Codorniz creola,” or the ‘‘ Creole Quail,” said to fre- 
quent the moors and to feed on the berries of the spurge 
laurel (Daphne gnidium). At some future time I hope to 
be able to collect further information about these interesting 
races, and, if possible, to obtain measurements. 


200. ‘Turnrx syztvatica (Desf.). “Toirio do matto,” 
Coimbra Museum. 

I have seen specimens of the Andalucian Hemipode ob- 
tained at Esmoriz and Ovar, where, however, they are rather 
rare. They are said to be not uncommon in the Ribatejo. 
This is a bird of the south of Portugal. 


201. Rarrus aquaticus, Linn. “ Pinta d’agoa,”’ Oporto ; 
“ Frango (’agoa,” “ Fura matto,” Coimbra Museum. 

I have seen the Water Railin the neighbourhood of Oporto 
from the beginning of November to the beginning of April, 
after which it disappeared from a small marsh where I used 
to put it up occasionally. The species is common in winter 
at Ovar, and I believe that many arrive in Portugal on 
passage. In the autumn of 1884 I was shown a Water Rail 
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which had settled on a sailing-vessel in the Atlantic, about 
240 miles off the coast of Portugal, while the vessel was on 
its voyage from Newfeundland to Oporto. It was much 
emaciated and died the day before the harbour was reached. 


202. PORZANA MARUETTA (Leach). 
I have seen specimens of the Spotted Crake obtained near 
Oporto from the middle of October to the end of February. 


203. PORZANA BAILLONI (Vieill.). 

In June 1882 I found, in a small marsh near Esmoriz, a 
nest of Baillon’s Crake among the reeds, containing one 
fresh cgg, and another nest containing an egg and a young 
bird just hatched. This latter was of a shiny black plumage, 
with a yellowish bill and greenish slate-coloured legs. It 
uttered a low piping cry, which was answered by the parent 
bird close by with kek-kek-kek, The nest was made of fine 
dry stalks of grass, and the bird when disturbed scuttled 
away like a water-rat along a narrow pathway leading from 
it. A friend shot two specimens at Estarreja on Sep- 
tember 9th. 

I have not yet met with the Little Crake, nor is there a 
specimen of it in either the Coimbra or the Lisbon Museum ; 
but there is little doubt that it will be found in this country, 
and it should be looked for on passage in October. 


204. Crex pratensis, Bechst. “ Pinta da herva,” Oporto ; 
* Codomizão,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Corn Crake is met with from the beginning of October 
till the middle of March, and is sometimes put up by the 
dogs when hunting for Quail. 


205. PORPHYRIO CÆRULEUS (Vandelli). ‘ Camio,” “ Gal- 
linha sultana,” “ Alquimio,’ Coimbra Museum. 

The beautiful Purple Gallinule is said to be common on 
the banks of the Mondego between Coimbra and Figucira, in 
the Foja and Arzila marshes, but so far these are the only 
localities where it has been met with. 
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206. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (Linn.). “ Gallinha do rio,” 
Anchora ; “ Franga marneca,” Valença; “ Franga do rio,” 
Esmoriz; “ Robocoelha,” “ Gallinha d’agoa,” Ovar; “ Ra- 
bello coelha,’”’? “ Arriba coelha,” Murtoza; ‘‘ Rabilha,” An- 
geja, Vagos; “ Rabiscoelha,’” Coimbra. 

The Moorhen is resident and abundant in suitable loca- 
lities. I have found many nests-at Esmoriz, Ovar, Estarreja, 
and Angeja. There is a beautiful perfectly white specimen 
in the Coimbra Museum. 


207. Furca arra, Linn. “ Franga real,” River Minho; 
‘Negra,’ Esmoriz; ‘ Nagera,’ Murtoza; ‘ Galleiriio,’’ 
Coimbra Museum; “ Gallo,” Vagos, near Aveiro. 

I have identified the Common Coot chiefly during the 
month of November, but I have also seen Coots on the 
lagoons during winter and summer, and on some occasions 
young ones, although I cannot say whether they were the 
Common or the Crested Coot. It will be interesting to learn 
whether one only or both of these species nest in this 
country. Dr. Carvalho informs me that the Common Coot 
nests in the marshes near Coimbra. 


208. Furica cristata, Gmel. 

In October and November of 1882 many Crested Coots 
were hawked about for sale in Oporto, and were said to have 
been shot by the Murtoza gunners. 


209. Grus communis, Bechst. “ Grau,” “ Grulla,” Vigo. 

On February 13th, 1886, I saw from the train a flock of 
Cranes in a field near Beja, where they are said to appear 
from December to March and to do much damage in the 
bean-fields, eating the broad-beans out of their shells. In 
the Lisbon Museum there are specimens from Alcochete. 


210. Oris TARDA, Linn. “ Abetarda,” “ Batarda,’ Coim- 
bra Museum. 

The Great Bustard is said to be not uncommon in the 
Alemtejo, and it is thence that specimens are obtained for 
the museums. I have not been fortunate enough to see 
the living birds in the open. 
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211. OrTīs TETRAX, Linn. “ Abatarda pequena.” 

The Little Bustard is rare in the north of Portugal. I 
have only heard of one shot at Vianna do Castello, two at 
Leça da Palmeira, some at Ovar, and I saw one killed at Es- 
tarreja while out Quail-shooting. Most of these were ob- 
tained during the month of August, but I saw one for sale at 
Oporto on the 8th October, 1881. The species is said to 
have bred at Bairro Miguel, near Alcoentra, Estremadura. 
In the Ribatejo and Alemtejo it appears to be commoner 
than in the northern part of Portugal. 


212. (ŒDICNEMUS SCOLOPAX (S. G. Gmel.). “ Alcarovão,” 
Oporto, Caldas d’Aregos, Algarve; “Sizão,” Oporto, 
Esmoriz ; “ Pirolé,” Touça (Alta Beira); “ Perlui,” Esmoriz. 

The Stone Curlew is one of the birds which arrive latest 
in this country : say from the middle of November, staying till 
the middle of February, being then common along the coast 
on sandy or stony heaths. Some nest on the sand-hills near 
Espinho, where I saw a nest containing two eggs, and I 
was told that it breeds near Caldas d’Aregos and in the Al- 
garve. On the 25th of December, 1864, I shot one near 
Oporto as it flew in a southerly direction over my garden. 


213. GLAREOLA PRATINCOLA, Linn. 
I am informed that there is a single specimen of the Pra- 
tincole in the Lisbon Museum, from the Ribatejo. 


214, CHARADRIUS PLUVIALIS, Linn. “Dourado,” “ Pildra,” 
« Pildra dourada,” Oporto; “ Tordeiro,’’ Leça de Palmeira; 
“« Douradinho,” Tarambôla,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Golden Plover is an autumn visitant, arriving from the 
north in the beginning of October, and when the wind blows 
from the cast numerous flocks pass near the sea-shore in a 
southerly direction, They are more numerous during this 
and the following month of November, most of them passing 
south, although some remain to winter here. 


215. SquaTAROLA HELVETICA (Linn.). “ Pildra prata,” 
Oporto ; “ Marrão,” Esmoriz; “'Tarambola,” Aveiro. 
The Grey Plover usually arrives later than the preceding : 
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say during the months of November and December. The 
greater number leave in the spring, but some remain till 
very late. On the 17th May, 1882, I saw one at Esmoriz in 
summer plumage, aud one also at the entrance to Faro 
harbour (Algarve) on the 6th of June, 1884, with the black 
breast of summer plumage. It was with a flock of Knots, 
which were also in summer plumage. 


216. Æeraritis canTIANa (Lath.). ‘‘ Borrélho,’’ Oporto, 
Ovar; “ Colleira,?” Aveiro; ‘Curo-curo,” Algarve; “ La- 
vandeira,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Kentish Plover is resident and abundant along the 
coast of Portugal wherever it is sandy, and I have met with 
it from Caminha, at the extreme north, to Villa Real de Sto. 
Antonio. It breeds in May and June, laying three to four 
eggs on the bare sand. I have found many nests, and on 
one occasion caught a young bird, the legs of which seemed 
disproportionately long. 


217. Adciatitis curonica (Gmel.). “ Corrião,” “ Cor- 
rição,” Melres ; “ Carpido,” Caldas d’Aregos ; “ Borrêlho,” 
“ Lavandeira,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Little Ringed Plover arrives near Oporto in the 
spring, and I have usually seen the first in April. On the 19th 
of June, 1878, I found a nest containing two eggs on a sand- 
bank of a small island on the River Lima, near Vianna do 
Castello, and they also breed on the sand-banks of the river 
Douro above Oporto. In August many appear on the sand- 
banks at the mouth of the River Douro on passage, and a few 
stray ones remain till December. 


218. ÆGIALITIS HIATICULA (Linn.). “ Borrêlho,” Oporto; 
“ Lavandeira,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Ringed Plover is a winter visitant, first arriving about 
the middle of August at the mouth of the river Douro, 
and in September they are abundant. Large numbers pass 
the winter here, and I have observed them up till the end of 
March. 
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219. EvpROMIAS MORINELLUs (Linn.). 

There is a single speeimen of the Dotterel in the Lisbon 
Museum, obtained from Estremadura. I am not aware that 
any other has yet been obtained in Portugal. 


220. VANELLUS VULGARIS, Bechst. “ Ave fria,” ‘ Agoas 
neves,” Anechora; “ Pendro,’ Vianna do Castello; “ Ave- 
toninha,” Oporto; “ Gallispo,”’ Oporto, Penafiel, and Caldas 
d’Aregos ; “ Matoninha,” “ Verdizella,” “ Choradeira,” Pe- 
nafiel ; “ Galleno,”’ Leça de Palmeira ; “ Galleirão,” Esmoriz, 
Estarreja; “ Redonzella,” “ Coin,” Ovar, Estarreja; “ Ave- 
coinha,? “ Donzella verde,’ Estarreja; “ Abesconinha,” 
Aveiro; “Abibe,” Abecuinha,” Coimbra Museum; “ Vi- 
bora,” “ Bibes,” Abrantes and Algarve. 

No bird has a greater variety of popular names in Portugal 
than the Lapwing. Some are derived from its arrival coin- 
ciding with that of the cold weather, some from its erratic 
mode of flight, others from its crest-feathers, from the colour 
of its plumage, from its cry, and the Algarve name of 
“« Bibes” is no doubt derived from the Moorish “ Beebet.” 
The Abrantes name “ Vibora” means viper, and I cannot 
account for its being applied to a bird. 

The first arrivals appear in Oetober. During November 
great numbers pass southwards along the coast, preferring, 
as usual, an easterly wind. These birds usually fly nearly 
abreast in a long line at a considerable height. Many remain 
here to winter, disappearing in February or Mareh, after 
which I have never seen one, although I have looked for 
them on the high moors of some of the serras and on the 
marshes in various parts of the country. 


221. STREPSILAS INTERPRES (Linn.). “Rôla do mar,” 
“Rôla marinha,” Oporto; “ Seixoeira,” Aveiro; “ Parda,” 
Esmoriz; “ Perna vermelha,” Faro. 

The Turnstone is usually seen near Oporto from the begin- 
ning of April till the middle of September, and they breed 
in this country. In tlhe summer of 1869 a boy saw at Lavadóz, 
near the mouth of the Douro, two young birds and caught 
one of them alive, which I bought from him and kept for 
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many months in a cage. It ate boiled rice, small pieces of 
biscuit, and cooked meat, was very tame and became quite 
familiar and affectionate, giving a short whistle of pleasure 
when it saw me and coming to feed from my hand. I took 
it with me to England to deposit it in that paradise for birds, 
the Zoological Gardens. One morning while the steamer was 
going up the channel between England and Ireland, the cage 
being on deck, a Whimbrel flew over the vessel. My Turn- 
stone called, whereupon the Whimbrel responded, alighting 
on the deck close to the cage, when the sailors caught the 
latter withont any difficulty and put it into the same cage 
with the Turnstone. They struck up a friendship at once, and 
the most extraordinary thing was that the Whimbrel at once 
became as tame as the Turnstone, taking biscuit from my 
hand without fear. It was curions to see the delight of the 
Turnstone at obtaining a companion. These are evidently 
very sociable birds. Wishing to observe the Turnstone’s 
instinct for turning over stones, I put one into its cage, when 
it immediately began to turn it over and over, as if it ex- 
pected to find something underneath. I left the two friends 
comfortably housed in a large aviary in the Zoological 
Society’s Gardens, London. 

I have seen this species in all the summer months. At 
Faro I was told that it breeds in the rushes (?) along the coast 
of the Algarve. During the months of August and Sep- 
tember there is a large migration of these birds from north 
to south, and numbers arrive on passage at the mouth of the 
Douro. They travel by night, and during foggy weather may 
be heard constantly calling to each other. 


222. Hamatropus ostraLecus. Linn. “Passa rios,” 
Oporto. 


The Oyster-catcher is generally seen on passage during the 
months of August, September, and Oetober, and some few 
remain through the winter. The rocks north of Leea de Pal- 
meira and the Leixoes rocks are a favourite locality for 
them, a few being seen every autumn at the mouth of the 
Douro. 
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223. RecurvirostRA AvoceTTa. “Frade,” Setubal; “Al- 
faile,” “ Lovella,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Avocct is rare in the north of Portugal, but appears 
to be tolerably common in the south. A friend of mine shot 
one on a mud-bank near Ovar on December 4th. In the 
Lisbon Museum there are two specimens from the Ribatejo. 
On the 11th April, 1884, Dr. Hans Gadow and I fired simul- 
taneously at a small flock settled on a sand-bank at the 
entrance to Faro harbour and bagged four specimens. Iam 
told that they are common near Setubal. 


224. Himantopus canpipus, Bonnat. “ Garrancho,” 
Granjo, Esmoriz; ‘ Esparella,’ Esmoriz; “ Milheren,” 
Murtoza; “ Trebilongo,” Aveiro. 

I have scen the Stilt Plover occasionally on the sand-banks 
of the river Douro in front of Campanhã, near Oporto, and 
I have shot a few at Esmoriz, in the month of May, on the 
sides of the lagoon, where I have scen them also in June. A 
man at Aveiro told me that he had found a nest with young 
there, but that they are not common. The bird is known 
also at Murtoza. In the Lisbon Museum are specimens 
obtained from the Ribatejo and Mafra. This is probably 
only a summer visitant, as I have never seen it in winter. 
At Esmoriz they were rather plentiful and were very noisy 
when they rose. In flying they stretch back their long 
slender legs, and at a distance look as if they were drag- 
ging straws behind them. 


225. PHALAROPUS FULICARIUS, Linn. 
A few Grey Phalaropes appear every year on our coast, 
usually from September to November. 


226. SCOLOPAX rusticuLta, Linn, ‘ Gallinhdla.” 

Common, and in some specially suitable localities even 
plentiful, more so formerly than now. They usually arrive 
from the north at the end of October or beginning of No- 
vember, and I suspect that they travel in small flocks, as it 
sometimes happens that about that time four or more Wood- 
cocks cre flushed from a small copse. I have seen neat round 
holes made in the comparatively hard clay of the pine-woods 
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by this bird with its beak while searching for worms. In my 
collection I have a very light-coloured Woodcock of a buff 
shade. On February 26th sixteen Woodcocks were shot in 
a copse near Vallongo (near Oporto), which looks as though 
this was a flock on passage north. They have usually disap- 
peared by the end of Febrnary. 


227. GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gmel.). 

The Double Snipe is said to have been shot once on a grassy 
knoll near the mouth of the Douro, and there is a specimen 
in the Lisbon Museum from the Ribatejo. 


228. GALLINAGO CŒLESTIS (Frenzel). “ Narcéja.” 

The Common Snipe is very abundant in suitable localities 
during winter, a few arriving as early as the middle of August, 
but the greater number from the middle to the end of Sep- 
tember, becoming abundant by the month of November. 
They generally remain till the end of February or begin- 
ning of March. On one occasion, while out Snipe-shooting 
at Estarreja, I saw two Snipe rise simultaneously, one from 
each side of a low mound separating two rice-fields. They 
converged and cannoned in the air. I never saw this happen 
on any other occasion, although I have sometimes seen them 
springing up thickly on all sides. My largest bag of Snipe 
made near Leiria was twenty-four couple, and had I taken 
a larger supply of cartridges it might have been greater. 
This was in a small marsh with good cover, where the birds 
had not been much disturbed. In February they collect 
into whisps, previous to departing north. A friend once shot 
one with a lob-worm in its beak and gullet. 


229. GALLINAGO GALLINULA (Linn.). “ Narcéja gallega,” 
Caldas do Gerez, Aveiro; ‘“ Serzéta,’ Aveiro; “ Narséja 
pequena,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Jack Snipe is not so common as the preceding, but 1s 
usually met with from November through the winter. It 
frequents the fine mud where a stream runs into a marsh, 
and in such a place at Ovar I have found the species rather 
numerous. 
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230. Trinea ALPINA, Linn. “ Maçarico,” a name of gene- 
ral application for Sandpipers, Curlews, and allied birds. 

The Dunlin sometimes arrives as early as the beginning of 
August, while the weather is still hot and some have not yet 
moulted the summer plumage. Its migration is carried on 
chiefly at night. Large flocks may be heard calling as they 
pass southwards at the end of August and during September, 
when they are very abundant on the sand-banks of the mouth 
of the Douro. Many winter here, returning north in Feb- 
ruary, and some few remain here through the summer; but I 
have never met with their nests, and am inclined to believe 
that these laggers are unpaired birds, as with Curlews and 
other Waders. 


231. TRINGA MINUTA, Leisl. 


Of the Little Stint the Coimbra Musenm possesses a spe- 
cimen and I have another. 


232. TRINGA suparcuara (Giild.). 

The Curlew Sandpiper is not very common along this coast ; 
I have a specimen obtained at the mouth of the Douro, where 
I have seen others. 


233. TRINGA striata, Linn. 

Rather rare. The Purple Sandpipers which I have seen 
were shot near Oporto during the months of November and 
December. 


234. TRINGA canutus, Linn. 

The Knot is a common winter visitant, some arriving by 
the end of August, but the main body appears during October, 
in which month they are more numerous. than in winter, so 
it is to be surmised that many move further south for their 
winter-quarters. On the 5th of June, 1884, I shot near the 
entrance to Faro harbour, in the extreme south of Portugal, 
a Knot with the ruddy breast of summer plumage ont of 
a flock of thirteen similar birds, and on the following day 
I saw another flock, also in summer dress. When Knots 
arrive from the north they have usually put on their grey 
winter plumage, yet I have seen some as late as the 10th of 
October with remains of the summer garb still on them. 
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Like the other Scolopacidæ, they are tame when they first 
arrive, but before they go back the winter. residents have 
learnt to be wild. 


235. Macuneres pucnax (Linn.). 
The Ruff is not very common here. My notes mention its 
appearance in September, February, and March. 


236. CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linn.). 

The Sanderling arrives at Oporto in the month of August, 
and is then common; I have seen it also in September and 
November. 


237. Toranus nypoteucus (Linn.). “ Lavadeira,” Monte 
Môr o velho. 

The Common Sandpiper is abundant at the mouth of the 
Douro from August to the end of October, and I have seen 
a straggler as late as the 4th of December. At Leça de 
Palmeira creek, about three miles further north, they arrive 
with great regularity between the 17th and 20th July. Some 
pairs nest on the river Minho, where, on the 8th of June, 
1882, I found a nest containing four eggs on a small islet 
on the Spanish side, above Caldelas de Tuy. I saw the bird 
fly off the nest, which was on the dry mud under a willow 
shrub and was lined with a few stalks of grass. On the fol- 
lowing day I found another containing four eggs on an islet 
on the Portuguese side of the same river. The bird flew off 
the nest close to my feet, and as it settled on a mud-bank 
close by, I had a good opportunity of identifying it through 
my field-glass. This nest was lined with dried grass and a 
few leaves. Several other pairs were seen during the same 
visit. The Common Sandpiper will probably be found to 
breed also on the rivers Lima and Douro. As the migratory 
movement begins as early as the middle of July, it cannot be 
the lowering of the temperature that induces it to travel, as 
from that time till the middle of August is usually the hottest 
part of the year in this country. It is partial to muddy 
banks more than sand, and also to stones covered with green 
weed. Dogs have a dislike to retrieve this bird on account 
of the strong acrid smell from the plumage. The name 
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“ Lavadeira” comes from its habit of bobbing np and down, 
as a washerwoman does when soaping and scrubbing clothes 
at the river-side. 


238. Toranus ocHropus (Linn.), ‘ Passaro bique-bique,”’ 
Estarreja ; “ Bite-bite,’ Murtoza. 

The Green Sandpiper is a common winter visitant, arriving 
in September, and I have seen it during the months of Oc- 
tober, November, and December. A favourite locality is the 
muddy ditches ent for draining the swampy ground at Es- 
moriz, Ovar, and Estarreja. Like its relative, this bird has 
a strong scent repulsive to dogs. It springs up rather like 
a Snipe, and is apt to draw on it a snap-shot, unless it 
utters its shrill noisy piping soon enough. 


239. TOTANUS GLAREOLA (Linn.). 
In November 1883 the Coimbra Museum received two 
specimens of the Wood Sandpiper from Estarreja. 


240. Toranus catipris (Linn.). “ Fusello,” Aveiro. 

The first arrivals of Redshanks are at the end of July, and 
in August many flocks are to be seen at the mouth of the 
river Douro, preferring the muddy parts. They remain at 
Oporto only a short time, their favourite haunts being the 
muddy salt-pans of Aveiro, where they are to be found plen- 
tifully during the winter, and are a great nuisance to the 
duck-punters from their noisy and vigilant habits. 


241. Toranus Fuscus (Linn.). 
There are specimens of the Spotted Redshank in the Lisbon 
Museum. 


242. Toranus CANESCENS (Gmel.). 

The Greenshank appears occasionally at the mouth of the 
Douro. On April 11th, 1884, I shot one on the lagoon at 
Faro, where scme more were seen on the same occasion. 


243. Limosa Lapronica (Linn.). 

The Bar-tailed Godwit has been observed by me during 
the months of August (4th), October (several times), De- 
cember, March (8th and 27th), May (21st), and doubtfully 
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on the 4th of June. That seen by me on the 4th of August, 
1878, had the rufous breast of summer. 


244. Limosa BELGICA (Gmel.). 

The Black-tailed Godwit is occasionally obtained at Aveiro 
in February and March. The Coimbra and Lisbon Museums 
possess specimens—the former from Foja, the latter from 
Ribatejo. 


245. Numentus pH#opus (Linn.). ‘ Meio macarico,” 
“ Maçarico gallego,” Oporto; ‘ Sovella,” Murtoza. 

Great numbers of the Whimbrel arrive at Oporto in the 
month of August, and during foggy nights may be heard 
calling to each other till: late as they fly southwards. The 
majority of the Whimbrels pass on, a few remaining during 
the winter months. In March and April the migration 
northwards takes place, and at this time of the year I 
have seen flocks on the journey along the sea-coast during 
the daytime. In May I saw large flocks at Esmoriz, and a 
few stragglers at the mouth of the Douro even during the 
months of June and July; but I have never met with any in- 
dications of its breeding in this country, nor have I found 
it on the tablelands of the serras in summer. 


246. NUMENIUS TENUIROSTRIS, Vieill. 
A specimen of the Slender-billed Curlew is in the Lisbon 
Museum obtained from the Ribatejo. 


247. NUMENIUS arquata (Linn.). “ Maçarico real,” 
Oporto, Anchora, &e. ; “ Gruau,” Murtoza; “ Perolico real,” 
Cies Island, Vigo, Galicia. 

The Curlew arrives in August and followmg months, 
winters here, and migrates north in the spring. A straggler 
may occasionally be seen in the summer months. On the 
6th June, 1884, I saw a flock of six at Faro. 


248. STERNA FLUVIATILIS, Naum. 
Some specimens of the Common Tern appear on our coast 
during the autumn migration. 
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249. STERNA MINUTA, Linn. “ Churêta,” Vianna do Cas- 
tello ; “ Chilreta,”’ Oporto ; “ Grazina,” Aveiro; “ Garajau,” 
Faro; “ Charrano,” Tavira. 

I have scen the Little Tern from May till the end of 
August. Many nest on the sand-dunes of the Costa de 8. 
Jacintho at the entrance to Aveiro, where I have taken their 
eggs ; also at the entrance to Faro harbour. 


950. STERNA ANGLEICA, Mont. “ Chagaz,” Ovar; “ Tagaz,” 
Aveiro. 

The Gull-billed Tern nests on the sand-dunes between the 
Aveiro lagoon and the sea near Torreira, whence I have 
received eggs and bird. I saw numbers flying about near 
Aveiro bar in the beginning of June. 


251. STERNA cantiaca, Gmel. “ Garajau,” Oporto, Al- 
garve; “ Garau,” Esmoriz; “ Gaivina,” Peniche; “ Garão,” 
River Tagus; ‘“ Gavito,” Quarteira. 

The Sandwich Tern passes on migration in August and 
September, but some winter here and move north again in 
April. I have seen them in May, and on the 3rd of June, 
1884, I shot one at Quarteira in the Algarve. 


252. HyprocHEeLrpon HYBREDA (Pall.). 

I have scen the Whiskered Tern in spring several times 
near Avintes on the river Douro, about two miles above 
Oporto, and it is almost sure to breed in the marshes of this 
country. I did not meet with it in summer on the marshes 
edging the Ovar-Aveiro lagoon. In the Coimbra Museum 
there are specimens obtained during the summer months. 


253. [[YDROCHELIDON NIGRA (Linn.). 

The Black Tern has been scen by me during the months 
of May, August, and September. It is probable that this 
species will be found to nest in Portugal, as is the case in 
Spain. 

254. Larus RIDIBUNDUS, Linn. “Gagosa,” Aveiro; “Cha- 
palhéta,” River Guadiana. 

The Brown-headed Gull is abundant, arriving on migration 
towards the end of October or beginning of November, by 
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which time it has lost its summer plumage, large numbers 
remaining through the winter. Early in March some 
already begin to change to summer plumage, and by the 
beginning of April nearly all have the blaek head and rosy 
tinge of their summer plumage, and gathering in large flocks 
exercise themselves in evolutions over the river Douro and 
take their departure. It is possible that some breed in 
this country. I saw one at Caminha on May 6th, 1880; 
some on the river Guadiana, near Villa Real de Santo An- 
tonio, in June 1884; also some in Vigo Bay, June 3rd, 1882, 
but these may possibly have been L. melanocephalus. I 
have read that in the Zoological Socicty’s Gardens, London, 
it was noticed that a captive L. ridibundus changed from 
white to black plumage on the head by the gradual growth 
of the white feathers into black, the white tips falling off; 
but my observations do not agree with this. Having obtained 
specimens in all stages of changing from the white to the 
black head, I find that the black feathers are new ones, and 
may be seen springing up already black in their sheaths 
among the white feathers. It would be interesting to mark 
some of these birds before departure in such a manner as to 
render it conspicuous in its summer home, as, for instance, 
by dyeing one of the wings or painting a coloured stripe across 
it and stamping the address on the wing or tail-feather, so 
that any one catching it might communicate the capture. 
This would enable us to trace the route of migration. 


255, LARUS MELANOCEPHALUS (Natt.). 

In February 1882, Dr. Carvalho wrote me that among other 
specimens which had arrived for the Coimbra Museum was 
a young Adriatie Gull. 


256. Larus minutus, Pall. 

I saw a Little Gull with a black eap on the river Douro 
among some Brown-headed Gulls, and on account of its 
diminutive size I could not well have mistaken any other 
species for it. 

257. LARUS ARGENTATUS, Gmel. “ Gaivôta,” Vianna, 
Oporto, &e.; “ Falcoeira,” Aveiro. 

The Herring Gull is resident in Portugal, breeding on the 
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Berlengas Islands, where I obtained eggs in 1879. No doubt 
much larger numbers must have bred there formerly, but 
they are now much harried by the pensioners on the old fort 
there and fishermen, who eat the eggs. This Gull also nests 
on the Cies Islands, Vigo. They are very numerous at the 
entrance to the Douro, except during the breeding-season, 
when they disappear, leaving only some young birds of the 
previous year in their dark plumage, which remain through 
the summer. : 


258. LARUS ARGENTATUS CACHINNANS. 
Dr. Carvalho writes me that there are two specimens of 
the Mediterranean Herring Gull in the Coimbra Museum., 


259. Larus ruscus, Linn. “ Gaivôta das azas negras,” 
Lisbon Museum. 

Common in winter along our coast. The Lesser Black- 
backed Gull associates with the Herring Gull, and I look 
upon it as its northern representative. The first usually 
arrive about the beginning of August and winter with us, 
some remaining till the end of April, and a few stragglers till 
summer. I did not see this species on the Berlengas or Cies 
Islands. 


260. Larus MARINUS, Linn, 

The Povoa fishermen sometimes catch the Greater Black- 
backed Gull out at sea and bring it alive for sale in Oporto 
to clear the gardens of snails and slugs and insects. Other 
Gulls also are brought for the same purpose. There are 
specimens in the Lisbon Museum. 


261. Rissa TRIDACTYLA (Linn.). 

The Kittiwake Gull is also brought in winter by the Povoa 
fishermen for sale. There are specimens of it in the Lisbon 
Museum. 


262. STERCORARIUS POMATORHINUS (Temm.). “ Mandniiio,” 
“ Saragossa,” Oporto; “ Moleiro,”’ “ Medonho,”? Povoa de 
Varzim; “ Sabão,” Estmoriz; “ Cagado,”’ Povoa de Varzim, 
Ovar, Faro; “ Palheira,” Cies Islands, Vigo. 
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The Pomatorhine Skua appears in the beginning of Sep- 
tember and through the winter months, persecuting the 
smaller Gulls. 


263. STERCORARIUS CREPIDATUS (Gmel.). “ Cagado,” Povoa 
de Varzim. 

I shot an Arctic Skua at the mouth of the Douro on 
the 28th of August, 1880, and have seen others flying. 


264. STERCORARIUS PARASITICUS (Linn.). 

Dr. Carvalho writes me that the Lisbon Museum has 
eleven specimens of Buffon’s Skua obtained at Cascacs near 
Lisbon. I think I saw some of these birds at sca near 
Oporto. 


265. PRocELLARIA LEUCORRHOA, Vieill. 

The Lisbon Museum has specimens of the Fork-tailed 
Petrel from Setubal, Santarem, and Coimbra; and the 
Museum of the latter has received many from Cape 
Mondego. 


266. OcraniTEs ocEaNnicus (Kuhl). ‘ Chasquillo,”’ Oporto. 
There are two specimens of Wilson’s Petrel in the Lisbon 
Museum, received from Cascaes. 


267. Purrinus anetorum (Temm.).  Furabuxo,” “ Chi- 
réta,” Oporto. 

In the Lisbon Museum there is a Manx Shearwater ob- 
tained at Cascaes. On May 20,1879, when going in a boat 
from Berlengas Islands to Cape Carvoeiro, I saw a flock of 
birds which the fishermen called “ Furabuxos,” one of which 
I dropped with a charge of shot from my collecting-gun ; 
but before we could put the boat about it rose again. They 
looked to me like small Shearwaters, and may possibly have 
been this species. I did not hear of their breeding on Ber- 
lenga or on Cies. The Povoa fishermen, whom I have cross- 
questioned abont the Manx Shearwater, know it well, and 
tell me that it is an excellent diver. In all probability it is 
a winter visitant. l 
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268. Purrinus GRISEUS (Gmel.). “ Pardella preta,” Povoa 
de Varzim. 

The Sooty Shearwater is sometimes met with on this coast 
and is known to the fishermen. The only specimen as yet 
procured in this country is in my collection, and was obtained 
off Mattosinhos, near Oporto, during the autumn. Professor 
Newton informs me that this South Atlantic species had 
not been known previously from the coast of Portugal. 


269. PUFFINUS MAJOR, Faber. “ Pardella de bico preto,” 
Oporto. 

The Great Shearwater arrives on the coast of Portugal in 
the beginning of September, is plentiful in October and 
November, and is said to disappear during December; but 
the fishermen’s accounts, are rather confusing and con- 
tradictory on this point. Those which I have were obtained 
in October and November, when large numbers are brought 
in by the fishing-boats. I have not heard of them during the 
spring, but it is probable that the movements of these birds 
are almost entirely influenced by those of the shoals of 
sardines and other small fish. 


270. Purrinus KuuLI (Boie). ‘‘ Pardella de bico branco,’’ 
Povoa de Varzim; “ Maranhona,” “ Moira,’ “ Pardillio,” 
Oporto. 

I found the Mediterrancan Shearwater nesting in holes 
under large stones on the north-east side of Berlenga Island, 
in 1879, at the end of May, laying one large white egg. The 
majority lay in June. A bird which I assisted to catch on 
the nest bit and snapped fiercely with its hooked bill, making 
at the same time a huffing noise, reminding me of the similar 
noise made by Pigeons under same circumstances. This and 
some other points of resemblances lead me to suspect that 
the affinity between the Shearwaters and Pigeons is closer 
than would appear at first sight, and I am not aware that it 
has received the attention it deserves. Professor Huxley has 
placed the orders Columbe and Tnbinares under the Schizo- 
gnathe. 

The difference between this species and P. major is well 
known to the Povoa fishermen. They say that P. kuhli has 
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more feathers and its flesh is drier. It is quite natural that 
the northern species should have more fat. Ido not know 
whether P. kuhli remains here through the winter, as is 
probable. 

The Shearwaters are very useful to the Portuguese fisher- 
men, as they indicate by their presence the neighbourhood of 
the sardine-shoals, and also contribute to the gencral stew- 
pot. They are caught by trailing after the boat, along the 
surface of the sea, a line baited with a sardine. It is usual 
to skin these birds before adding them to the pot, and the 
fishermen say they are fat, and consider them a great 
delicacy. P. major is said to be better eating than P. kuhli, 
as it is fatter and tenderer. They generally keep well out 
to sea, and approach nearer the coast during rainy weather 
with southerly winds. 


271. ALCA TORDA, Linn. 

There is a specimen of the Razorbill in the Lisbon Mu- 
seum obtained from Cesimbra. On the 23rd of January, 
1872, I bought two specimens hawked for sale at Oporto, 
said to have been shot on the Ovar-Aveiro lagoon. 


272. Lomvra TROILE (Linn.). “Arau,” Vianna do Castello, 
Oporto, Vigo; “ Airo,” Berlenga Island; “ Carólo,” Vigo. 

The Common Guillemot is abundant along the coast of 
Portugal. It breeds on the Berlenga Islands, chiefly on the 
large rock O’ da Velha. There is every probability that it is 
resident. On the 29th of December, 1881, I saw for sale at 
Oporto a Guillemot of the variety L. lachrymans; and in 
the Lisbon Museum there are nine specimens from Cascaes 
bay; in fact the only specimen not L. lachrymans is from 
Peniche. J saw Guillemots on the 4th June, 1882, in the 
neighbourhood of Cies Islands, and it is pretty certain that 
they breed on the rocky coast of Galicia. 


273. FRATERCULA arctica (Linn.). “ Papagaio do mar,” 
Oporto. 

The Puffin appears sometimes in the winter months off our 
coast, and I have a specimen with the winter bill. Mr. 
Howard Saunders informs me that passing in a steamer 
he saw large numbers of Puffins off the Berlengas Island 
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early in June 1868; but I heard nothing of their breeding 
there during my visit, and they could not have escaped the 
notice of the lighthouse people. 


274. COLYMBUS GLACIALIS, Linn. “ Mobelha,’? Murtoza 
Vigo. 

The Great Northern Diver is a regular winter visitant to 
Portugal, and is well known on the lagoon at Aveiro, Mur- 
toza, &e. I have seen specimens obtained in the months of 
November, December, and January, and there are some in 
the Lisbon Museum from the Tagus. On the 80th January 
1884, I saw a specimen near the Lazaretto at the head of 
Vigo Bay. 


275. CoLtymBus ARCTICUS, Linn. 
A specimen of the Black-throated Diver is in the Lisbon 
Museum. 


976. CoLYMBUS SEPTENTRIONALIS, Linn. 

Tbere are three specimens of the Red-throated Diver in the 
Lisbon Museum, one of which came from Albufeira. I have 
seen Divers in the Douro, probably this-species. 


277. Popicrers cristatus (Linn.). 

In December 1871 I bought three young Crested Grebes 
which had been shot on the lagoon between Ovar and Estar- 
reja at Murtoza. Two specimens from Albufeira are in the 
Lisbon Museum. 


278. PODICEPS NIGRIcoLLIS. ‘ Cagarraz,’ Lisbon Mu- 
seum. 

I have an Eared Grebe from the Ovar-Aveiro lagoon ; and 
there are four specimens in the Lisbon Museum, of which 
one is from Ribatejo and three are from Albufeira. 


279. Popicers FLUVIATILIS (Tunstall). ‘ Fundujo,” Va- 
lenca do Minho; “ Mergulho,” Esmoriz; “ Mergulhão,” 
Ovar, Aveiro, &e. 

The Little Grebe is resident, and very abundant on the 
Ovar-Aveiro lagoon, chiefly in winter. The country people 
tell me that it nests along the sides of the streams and 


among rushes. 


